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Tourism in the Mediterranean : Key threats

(IUCN) 



Pressure on 
natural and local
ressources
Key figures

• Two out of three inhabitants live in 
urban areas.

• By 2050, nearly 170 million 
inhabitants on the European 
shore (140 million in 2005), and 
more than 300 million on the 
Eastern and Southern shores (151 
million in 2005).

• By 2030, almost 42 million 
additional housing units will be 
needed, mainly in cities.

• In the Middle East and North 
Africa, nearly 135 million tons of 
waste per year are expected in 
2025, compared with 63 million 
today.

Plan Bleu



Cities and changes in mediterranean tourism

Thomas, 2024



Urban Transformation

•Cities reshaping to cater to tourists: 

pedestrianization, waterfront

redevelopment, cruise terminals.

•Growth of Airbnb and short-term rentals 

altering housing markets.

•Increasing presence of global brands vs. 

disappearance of local shops.



Diversification of 
Tourism

•Beyond “sun, sea, sand”: rise of 

cultural, gastronomic, religious, 

and eco-tourism.

•Cities branding themselves with 

heritage (es. Athens with classical

history, Istanbul with cultural mix, 

Marseille with Mediterranean

identity).



Smart & Sustainable Tourism Initiatives

•Some cities adopting
visitor caps (es. Venice’s
entry fee system, 
Dubrovnik’s cruise 
limits).

•Promotion of off-season 
tourism to spread flows.

•Digital monitoring of 
tourist numbers.



•Younger, experience-driven
travelers seeking authenticity
(food tours, local festivals).

•Rise of low-cost airlines making 
weekend tourism more common.

•Cruise tourism bringing “mass 
but brief” visitors, often with low 
economic contribution.
•.

Changing Tourist
Profiles



Future Shifts

•Possible redistribution of flows due to climate
change (northern destinations becoming more 
attractive).

•Push for greener tourism (carbon-neutral
hotels, sustainable mobility).

•Stronger resident movements demanding limits
on tourism growth.



Fattori umani
La menace de la gentrification, revers d’une forte dynamique 
urbaine

L’espace public pour tous et avec tous ?

la qualité universelle de l’espace public, « pour tous »



شكرا ً Merci Thank you Grazie
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